
Athol fully agree with your sentiments and the need to regulate the trade of cookery. 

However after 50 years in Australia I have concluded that government “on any side of politics”, 

do not have the: will, means, pressure, or political enthusiasm to implement any sort of policy or 

procedure to ensure standards and controls of entry requirements for anyone being titled a chef. 

Subsequently the notion of government regulating the title, or the industry has been placed in 

the too hard basket.  

 

A regulated occupation requires a person to have minimum educational entry standards, agrees 

to adhere to a set of industrial guidelines in practice and seeks new and more challenging 

opportunities.  

Fundamentally it comes down to being competent, skilful, trustworthy, accountable, principled in 

behaviours, with specialist knowledge and the will to protect their community.  

 

What is a chef? Is it someone who makes sandwiches, cooks’ chips at a fish and chip shop or 

prepares food in a fine dining establishment, hotel, or large quantity institute. Every one of these 

persons deliver a vital service to the community, but in reality, have very little in common in their 

skills, attitude, knowledge, and experience in food preparation and operation.  

 

Entry into the trade is not regulated because the skill level is not standardized or measurable, 

mainly because it involves a huge range of skills and knowledge and additionally and more of an 

issue anyone is entitled to call themselves a chef. 

 

The community applies the English word “chef” to identify anyone who prepares food and now 

used by anyone who has the slightest relationship with food preparation fundamentally, because 

a chef has evolved to be seen as having a prestigious status in the community. 

 

To regulate an industry that is so broad, evolved out of control and is not politically enticing is 

not presently feasible to be regulated. So, what can at least be done, or should be done about 

the situation. 

 

In my opinion little will be achieved by only calling for government to act to initiate an 

uncomfortable and politically perceived unwise process.  

 

I believe calls for action will be ignored, deferred, and even resisted by pressure groups who have 

with other interests, as history demonstrates. 

 

I conclude the industry is educationally and practically in a mess because there were no 

controls. The only way forward is for those who have clearly achieved a calculated and measured 

standard of their competent, skilful, trustworthy, accountable, principled behaviours and 

specialist knowledge, endorsed by an independent and unbiased procedure lies in the hands of 

its current practitioners. 

  

This is why AITC exists as organisation of experts who have been identified in fine dining, family 

food and Institutional professionals and other streams by their  peers, founded on documented 

evidence, to have the rightful claim to be titled a chef (and additionally why the name change to 

technicalchef and protected by a logo) AITC is the only hope forward to saving any sort of real 

professional trade identification. If AITC works, only then will the political pressure be placed on 

government to act to identify how a system of regulation can exit.   But its up to a chefs who 

believes themselves to be at the professional level to apply to be inducted - Regards George  

 


